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GLOBAL - Did you ever think swine Al would be using 400 million
spermatozoa and sexed semen?, asks Mark Anderson of Absolute
Swine Insemination Co., with additional comments from Dr Grant
Walling and Stephen Waite of JSR.

Decades ago, a novel approach to pig breeding was introduced that is
nowadays status quo. Yes, we are talking about 'traditional cervical artificial
insemination' (or Al).

Although advantages were many, there were skeptics that refused to adapt to
the new technology, regardless of its benefits for the farm. Today there are
multiple versions of Al catheters, so let's begin by defining the acronyms IUI,
DIUI, and a hybrid of IUl and DIUL.

IUI or 'Intra-Uterine Insemination' catheters generally consist of relatively
small diameter rigid tubes, inside regular traditional pipettes. This smaller
tube is gently pushed through the cervix and directly into the uterus.

While there can be advantages to this method, it has the potential of injuring
the animal by scraping or puncturing delicate tissues in the reproductive tract.
These dangers can be magnified since this type of pipette also collects a
small amount of bacteria laden matter when it is threaded through the cervix.
This becomes an even more significant issue with reduced concentration
doses!

The cervix's primary role is to keep bacteria and contaminants from entering
the uterus and uterine horns (the animal's reproductive tract). Once a foreign
substance enters the uterus, the animals are more prone to infections,
abortions, smaller litter sizes and lesser farrowing percentages.

Next we have the DIUI, or Deep Intra-Uterine Insemination. This is a very
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